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1. SLR – Temporary or Permanent?
SCC are against permanence; ESC see revenue potential in permanence.
As requested by the Inspectors at the recent ISHs, we firstly confirm that, at Consultation 4, the
Applicant requested feedback regarding the permanence issue; this was well shrouded within
several hundred pages, nor highlighted on the Applicant’s pre-populated Response Form
At Consultation 5 the SLR had become ‘permanent’, with no justification to support that decision
by the Applicant; the Applicant simply stating that the responses received were ’not conclusive’.
When pressed for detail, the Applicant stated that it had had 161 responses, only 41 of which
‘expressed a view’ and that 68% ie: 28 respondents wanted the retention of the SLR post
construction.
Our neighbouring farmers (Nat & India Bacon of Theberton Hall Farm) agreed that we should,
independently, try and get a better picture of things by targeting the communities most affected
by the SLR, namely Middleton, Theberton, Kelsale and Westleton.
Attached you will find a sample of the pre-paid questionnaire/response card that we circulated
during March/April 2021 with local Parish Council magazines and also by hand, together with a
synopsis of the results.  
We had a total of 221 responses; 200 (90%) were in favour of the SLR being removed and the
land reinstated post construction. We believe this survey to be far more indicative of local
residents opinion.
The Inspectors are welcome to examine the database used/gained, but we are aware of GDPR
constraints and several respondents wanted to be sure that their names were not given to the
Applicant.
Permanence of course negates the replacement, by the Applicant, of the 70,000 loads of backfill
being taken from SLR construction for foundation work on the Main site development…..
2. SLR/Fordley Road junction  
We still await a supported argument from the Applicant as to why they have discounted the
repeated requests of the vast majority of residents on Fordley Road that we should continue to
enjoy northbound access within the parish of Middleton cum Fordley to the village of Middleton
with it’s church, village hall and pub.
The Applicants proposed junction severs our community and worryingly allows access from the
SLR onto Fordley Road which unquestionably will be abused by SZC traffic at peak times and shift
changeovers (rat run).
We attach photos taken when the A12 was blocked by an accident and Fordley Road was used
(with the help of satnav systems) to divert traffic onto B1122 to access either Leiston or Yoxford
– we were gridlocked for nearly two hours….
For the sake of completeness, we attach the technical drawings prepared by our consulting
engineers, Create, together with Option Criteria proposing an underpass to allow Fordley Road
to go under the SLR but not allow access to SLR traffic.
We felt that this feasible, practical solution maintained access to the communities of Middleton,
Fordley and Kelsale as well as blue light emergency servicesas required.
These were given to the Applicant and we have never received a formal response with



supporting data; we firmly believe that additional cost of construction to the Applicant is the
only barrier and we ask that the Inspectors demand a quantified response from the Applicant as
to their logic for rejection and justification for allowing SLR/SZC traffic access onto a single
carriageway country lane which is part of the local ‘Quiet Lanes’ system.
It is noted that the Applicant has now agreed to construct a bridge over the SLR in Theberton for
Pretty Road traffic.  Theberton has a lower number of residents than Middleton cum Fordley;
one again assumes that cost is the driver.
 
3. ‘Engagement by the Applicant’ (or lack thereof)
This issue has been the subject of continued frustration by all parties affected by the Applicants
project proposals – we could cite a multitude of examples over the period January 2019 up to
today.
The Inspectors asked us to provide examples - a classic is attached in an exchange of emails over
the last three weeks leading up to an on site meeting here at Fordley yesterday afternoon.   
 
4. Savills and Create Reports
Under separate cover, you will today have received submissions from both Savills and Create
who are both representing our interests and we ask you please to read all three documents as
one consolidated cry for common sense to prevail.
 
Thank you for your time in reading this, but also many thanks for your continued attention to
detail so often witnessed throughout the Hearings; it is greatly appreciated and we feel less
alone in our anguish.
 
Sincerely,
David and Belinda Grant



 

 



 
















